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ABSTRACT _ , n m -r 

The Education Commission of the Staxes nBCSJ_TasK 
Force on Education for Economic Growth was established in 1982 and 
made up df governors, business and indtistry leaders, labor- 
representatives, members of the technical community, arid educators. 
The task force has surveyed 40 states £ind found programs arid ^ • 
activities enhancing economic growth^. Mariy states have established 
task fortes to study the issues as well as cdmmuriity involvemerit ^ 
fsrograms to encourage citizen and business iriydlvement in education 
programs. Enhancement programs also exist, and their purposes fail 
jirtto three categories: to improve studerit skills, ^to improve teacher 
quality and cjuantity, and to_ improve curriculum^ The ECS_task force 
has identified four goals: (1) create an Ainderstanding of the need 
for a well-educated work f dree; (2) : evaluate cur rent educat ion 
programs' legislative actidris td imprdve education ; and ( 4 ) promote, 
partnerships to imprdyeeducatidn for economic growth. A list of ECS 
task force members ancS their positions is included. (MD) 
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Education F6r 
Economic Growth 



The Issqe ■ . ^ . 

•American education leacjers are only beginning to understand 
the complex _ relationships between education of the work* force 

.and • economic productivity. That they are 'connected , -no one 
dciubts. For example, Edward Denniso.n of the; Brookings 
institution reports* that the increased education level of 
American workers between 1948 and: 1973 contributed 20% of the 
national per capita income 'for those «years, _and a recent 
study by the New York Stock Exchange relates Japan^s recent 
jump in productivity to its incr^a^ed primary and -secondary 
school improvement . 

If the United States is to reap the "economic harvest it 
desires, it must invest heavily in education and, government, 
business, labor , mil i tary and education leaders wi 1 1 h^ve to 
join together in a concertBd 'effort. 

This Issueg ram is devoted to the initial activites of the ECS 
Task Force on Education for Economic Growth. 
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ECS Es tabl ishes Economiia-dE:^wt^i-- Task - 

In December l'^a2 ECS Chairman James B. Hunt Jr., governor of 
Nbrth_ Carolina, established the ECS task Force on Education 
for Economic Growth. It is made up of governors^ business 
arid industry leaders , labor representatives'^ members^ of the 
technical commun i ty yand (ducatorsi The task force Hbpps, to 
encourage each of^the resented groups to do whatever they 
can. to Improve, high 'school graduates' ability to contribute 
to economic growth. . ^ . 

The task force has 'surveyed 40 states in order to discover 
what programs and. activiti.es are already underway. They 
initend to use the information 'to _ help- 1 eader s at all levels 
evaluate their cur rent'^ef forts and plan their activities for 
the coming year. 

What the stfrVey shows ^ ' : ■ 

The sta.tes were asked about their approaches- to the 

fol lowing : ' . ' - 

o Improving student cbmpe tence • in math, science, computers 

and other academic areas; 

o Using- computers to improve ed.ucation; 

o Providing . incentives tor attracting, retaining- and 
upgrading education personnel, especially science and jnath 
teachers; 

o Involving citizens and business aind;. industry leaders in 
, education • 

Although eac^h of the states repo r ted . un ique approaches to the 
areas in question, three general activities are already 
taking "^lace across the country. 



_golrces. Many states have established task forces to 
study the issues, define the problems and _ recommend new 
policies' and _ programs. Task force agendas- include 
consideration of: 

(J curriculum improvement issues, ^ 

^ 6 cjradUation reqdireme4nt revisions,, - 

b .expansion of computer use, ^ ' ' ' 

o expansion of community involvement in education. 
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o improveriien t of state economies through education 
improvements , 

o .teacK^er training/retraining issues^ 

o teacher certification and retention issues. 

Community Invbivemeht Programs , . M^ny states report actively 
e he puragihg citizen f and business and industry -.involvement in 
designing ed uca t ictrL prog rams . Community involvement programs 
reported by the :St^tes center around these: 

d advisory councils f^or voaational education , 

d matching lEund programs . in' _wh ich pr ivate; sectors 
donate funds for 'faculty or equipment,, 

o increasing cooperative programs between schools ;ahd 
t. industry — including cooperative research, 

partnership programs , team teaching or citizen 
\ volunteer programs, ,^ » 

o .cus tomi zing training to suit the needs of various 
industries, * 

b parent wo rkshops , 

Enhancement Prog rams > These prog rams fall -into three general 
categories: student skills, teacher quality an'd quantity, -arid 
cur r icul um . ' . " . ^ 

The. states are attempting to improve students' skills by the 
f ol lowi ng : ' , _ 

o increasing high . school graduation requirements to 
_ include more ma thema t ic s , sc ience , Eng 1 ish and 
foreign languages, . • 

o increasing pd st secondary entrance requi r ements , 

o lengthenifig the school year, 

' o minimum compe tency^ t-est ing , . 

6. creating special schools or* programs for gifted 
students ,. . . . . ' 

" ' op' . / ' ' ' 

o using child deve^ oplrten t prog rams for pre- school 
children, either in the home or the day-care centers. 
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Efforts to improve the qu^^V- and -quantity of teachers 
center on the following: 

revising .teacher certification requirements; 

providing < tuition and scholarship programs for. 
teachers , part icularly in science and math; 

making student loans availabe to prospective 
teachers; 

providing i2-month contracts to teachers in 
critically heeded subjects: the sur^meir months would 
be devoted for such things as retraining arid course 
preparation; 

providing pr iva te^indus try inteVnships for teachers, 

allowing pr ivate- industry professionals to teach 
sdience or ma th^efmat ics ' classes severals hours t^er 
week, 

o increasing teacher salaries 

o recruiting good high school students intp teaiching, 

o • assessinq the present^ and future teacher .supply and 
demand, ^ . - : 

Programs to improve the r^uaiity of curricula ceater around 
.the- fbllow-ing: ' , 

' ^ developing . new or ievise^ curricula, 

o shifting, curricula towa rd_ .; concepts , applications,, 
problem solving and critical thinking, ^ • 

o providing state * technioaL ^ assistance to local 
districts as needed^' ' 

' o introdtacing college level co^urses in high^ school, 

^o ; introdlic ing "computer-assisted instruction to increase 
student learning and achievement. 



o Create a national .understanding of. the need_ for__a 
well- educated wo rk force and of the chang ing work skills 
necessary for economic 'growth; 

o Report on how well- current education programs are 
: preparing youtfi for future jpbs; . 

o identify alternative policies^ programs and legislative 
actions ' available to state and ; local leaders to improve 
education'; : . 

o Promote partherships among parients, community, business, 
industry, labor, education and government leaders to 
improv^e . education ^in ways' that will lead to efconomic 
growth. , . - 

_>v^ - ^ _ _ . 
TaskVFp^rce Members ^ 

Tie.rre S. du Pont IV, governor of Delaware 
d. Robert Graham, governor 'of _f'loJ^ida 
James B, Hun t, " governor _of No r th Ca rol ina 
Thomas Kean, governor of_New Jersey 
Richard Larrin, governor._o f Go lo rado 
Scott M. Matheson, governor of Utah 
George Nigh:, governor of Oklahoma 
Robert D. Orr, governo-^' of Indiana 

Robert D. Ray, governor of "iowa : 

Charles S. Robb^ governor of Virginia 

Richard L. Tho rnburgh , governor of Pennsylvania 

Anni_ Lindeman , state senator, Arizona - ' 

Wilhelmina Deico, state representative,' Texas • 

Oliver Ocasek, state senator, Ohio * 

Thornton Bradshaw, chairman , RCA Corporation . 

J. Fred Sucy, president/ Texas -Instruments. 

Philip Caldwell, chairman and chief executive office, 

: Fo rd _Mo to r . Company - - . _ _ ' , " 

James Campbeli, president , MISSO Co rpo rat ion 

Frank _T. _Cai ry , c-hie f execut iy e o f f i cer , IBM _ 

John_H_._ Johnson, president, Johnson Publ ishing Company : 
ll)aiv_id T._Koai7nS, chairman and chief executive officer,. 

Xerox Company ~ ' _ • 

Robert W. Lundeen, chairman of jthe board. The Dow 

Cherriicaf Company . _ ' 

Ri chard Monroe , president , Time , Inc .> ' , 

William C. Nqr'ris, chairman and chief executive. 

Control Da ta_ Co rpo ration ^"^^ 
Bernie J. O'Keefe, chaiTman and chief executive 

officer, EG and G, inci 



Glenn E. Watts, president r Commun icat ions' Woikers 
o f Ame r i c a r • . 

Anna J. Harrison, president elect , American Association 
for the .Advancement of Science ^ 

Frank Press, president. National Academy o£ Sciences 

Calvin M. Frazier, commissioner of education, 
Colorado 

William C. Friday, president. University- of North 

Ca rol ina ' _ _^ _ __ 

Floretta McKenzie superrntendent , District o'f 

Columbia public schools 
Marvin 0. Koenig, principal. Southwest High School, 

St. Louis, Mi ssquri , ^- - ' 

Bjruce Brombac ke r^ ma thema t ics teacher , Upper Arlington, 

1982 "Teacher of the Year" \ 
Judy Moyers, education specialist, New\York, N^w York 

' . • / 

/ 



PURCHASE ORDER 



NarTie . 



Address . 



City. State and Zip : 



9 



Price: Singl^^copies of fssuegrams are free uTDonjequffStto the seven ECS Corntn'issioners in each of the_51 member 
iurisdictions. For others, each /ssuegram is $2; including postage and mailing. Orders for 10 or rrwre cpple_s are $1.50 
per copy Orders are ser»t first class mail. Prepayment is requested. Please make checks^ayableto the Education 
Gommissich of the States. Phone orders are accepted at,S2.50 per Issuegram (to cover invoicing). Call Terry Shinkle: 
(303) 830-3820. . ; « - . / , * ^ 

_ ' Please bill me 

; Check here if you-aje an ECS Commissioner ; 

Payment enclosed 

Issuegram Number * Totgl 

Number of Copies ^ Price Due 



Total^Cost For Order 



Mail this order form' to: DIsfrlbution Center , 

EDUCATION COMMISSION OF THE STATES 

: . 1860 jncoln Street, Saite 30G 

" ■ Denver. CO 80295 



lisuegfaiils 



A service of THK KIH'C ATION COMMISSION OF I HK Si ATKS 



ISSOEGRAf^tS are summarY reports on rnajor. education Jssues 
wrlUeh for state leaders: They include b0ckgrj2und Jnforrnation, 
analysis o1 Sifienng views: lists of sources and references - all 
wriiten for bUsy readers. Each is updated periodically. 



issuegrams currently available: 



1. Research Fi_ndings_pn Xftectjye Te and Schools 

2: Achiewemeat Trends In tlje Arts* 

3. Cbllierctive Bargaining Issues Continue 

4. Adult Learning: A Major Trend 

5. Low-Cost Schqoj I r^^ 

6. AcKlevement in Mathematics: and Science 
7; Testing lor; Teacher Cert Iricat Ion _ 

8. Energy Education: Another Passing Fad? 
9 How Well Can Students ReacJ^and Write? 
10. Special Education and the Law 



11. State Programs of Schddl Imprbvernent 

12. Cpmj3ui_sory_Schpoling_and N^^ Education 

13. Education for Economic Growth 
14: The Four-Day School Week 

15. Setting Up Blue Ribbon Commissions 

1 6 . Student Ach|eyement in pu W Ic and Private Schoojs 

17. information Spclety.Chajlenges'Educatip 
18: School Programs Tp Prevent Drug Abuse 
{9 Tuitipn Tax Credits- 

20. Student Minimum Cpmpetency Testing 



I 



Issuegrams available 



21 State Budget: incentives fpr Quality Imprpvement 

- (Postsecondary Education) 

22. Slate Licehsure Authorlzatlon _ * * 

23. Recruitment. Selectibh an'cJ Retention of Teachers 

24. teacher Shortages ^ 

€5. School Finance Equalization 

26: School Finance Reform 

27. Schbbl Finance Citlgation 4> 

28 Programs for Special Pbpula.tibhs 

29.. State Education Rples and Missions 

30 State K-12 Governance Structures 



f 



March 1, 1983: 



3t. The State Legislative Vbting Process in Education 

32. Block Grant Irriptementatiori 

33. PrayerJnihe_Sj:hp_ols tt 

34. Curriculum and the First Amendment -i 
35: Sex Equity in EdBca^on _ 

36. Legal Issues In Educatibh Testing 

37 . Stu dent _Ski [Is f or a Technology E conqmy 
38- State Strategic Planning for Technology 

39. Migrant Education _ . ^ 

40. Prbgrarn Review in*PdStsecondary Education 



IX is thepohcy oi the Education Commission of the Stales 
to take affirmative s'ctibn to prevent discnmynaiiOh in its 
policies, programs and employment practices 



iu 



Please tarn page for brdermg iritbrmatibri. 




